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Meeting Minutes
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Time: 7 PM




	Members:
	Municipal Representatives:

	Upper Milford Township

William Ahlert 
Bruce Snyder 
Christi Dunning 
Randy Kraft 
	Dan Delong


	Borough of Emmaus

Liesel Adam 

Steve Baier 
Linda Santo
Vacant
	Jeff Clapper

	
	Intern: Tyler Moore 


1. 
Approve March Minutes


The March minutes were approved without amendment and will be posted on the EAC’s website.
2.
Introductions


R Reinhardt and Brian Holtzhafer attended the meeting in order to discuss several issues that have been discussed by council and R and Brian are looking for input from the EAC. Heather Deschenes from Green Impact Solutions also attended, and is considering applying to fill the current vacancy for Emmaus Borough.

3.
Old Business



No old business was discussed.

4.
Source Water Protection Plan Implementation


Liesel relayed that Borough Council is interested in having the EAC in conjunction with Spotts Stevens (the plan preparer) present the final SWPP plan. Presenting our plan in conjunction with Allentown and the Lehigh County Authority was suggested, but through further discussion this was abandoned in favor of presenting the Emmaus plan alone.

5.
Articles and Press Releases


There was no response to the printed request for expert volunteers to be available on an as-needed basis. The request will be moved to our farmer’s market display where it will reach a more focused demographic. We can wait until a need arises and use networking in the EAC to contact experts, but it could be useful to establish those references earlier rather than later.


Randy did not have a list of the nearest deadlines with him, but he is aware of them and will prepare articles as needed. Two articles that were proposed were one on the hazards of open burning and an article with input from the trash haulers about coordinating hauling in UMT. These articles could be published in the Borough’s newspaper and possibly the Township’s and the East Penn Press. Dan can get the EAC copies of the ordinances related to burning, because there is confusion over exactly what is allowed currently. For the hauler’s piece, R can get us a copy of the hauler’s current contract to work from. Starting July 1st, plastics 1-7 will be recycled in Emmaus and decals will be distributed to residents to designate their recycling bins. An article should be prepared to note the changes in recycling policies to facilitate a smooth transition to the new method.
6.
Leibert Creek Water Quality Monitor


EAC is on schedule to sample this month, RSVP will complete the June event. The next event is May 13th. Bill agreed to collect the samples on the 13th. 

A price discrepancy over the water quality meter has stopped the purchase from being made, Cari was quoted a price $400 below the current price. Bruce will call her about the situation.
7.
EAC Outreach/Education


Bill recommended that the monthly Council/BOS reports to be taken off the agenda, if future meetings are attended, committee members will be responsible to provide a report.


Liesel asked for members to send pictures from the Earth Day Pick-up so she can post them on the website. She’ll send out an email with a link to the page. Bill wondered if we could turn our website into a forum, where community members could pose questions and start discussions about environmental topics. Tyler and Linda noted that the website is currently set up as a blog, where we post articles to be read, and is not ready to handle discussions like that.

Bill & Liesel gave a presentation at the Center for Life and Faith that included the use of our groundwater model and other educational materials, and they generously gave us a $100 donation. Craig Neely will know where the account to deposit that money is, Bill will follow up with him.


Bill talk to Craig about depositing in our EAC account.

Brian Holtzhafer brought the ordinance titled “Riparian and Wetland Buffers” with him, and asked us to review the document. He wants the EAC to review and provide council with input on the reasonableness. UMT has a buffer ordinance in place, and he wants Emmaus to pass one as well. Bill requested copies of the UMT current ordinance and a map of the Emmaus Borough so the committee members could look at how the ordinance might impact land use in the Borough.  Discussion about the ordinance brought up the sale of the Indian Creek golf course, and R offered to invite several EAC members to the round table discussion that is planned between the borough, township and Wildlands representatives. More information will be available at the next meeting.


As a result of information provide to the committee a discussion of the proposed upgrades to the baseball stadium in the Emmaus Community Park took place. The upgrades are is still in the planning phase, as engineers are still drawing up plans for the seating arrangements. Currently, the conceptual plans include the field configuration staying the same, with seating for approximately 400 people. The outfield will be fenced off, so football fields will be moved to another part of the park. The infield will have a new draining system, and concerns were raised over how the runoff from the field would be handled, as the Leibert may not be able to take that much rainfall directly into that part of the creek. The Parks & Recreation Committee is discussing the field right now, and when it brings its proposal to full Council the EAC might request an opportunity to review the storm water management plans. Heather has contact information for Everett Warren who knows about organic lawn care and could provide input on how to fertilize the grass areas in a safe manner.

A feasibility study is being done now on whether Emmaus needs a parking garage. The general opinion of the committee members was that there is currently much unused parking space behind businesses in Emmaus, and that should be utilized before a garage is built. A discussion of smart growth principles and alternative transportation, such as those being promoted by Renew LV, ensued by the group. The study should be done in 6-8 weeks. Bill requested a copy of the report and recommendations when the study is completed. 

7.
Farmer’s Market Schedule


The displays have still not been located, so the first farmer’s market (May 9th) will probably be literature and a worm farm/compost exhibit Linda is hoping to build. We’ll be back in the same spot as last year up against the back of the bank. Bill requested for members provide him with dates they can cover the market over the summer so that the calendar can get populated.

Liesel mentioned that the Rain Barrel Workshop is happening June 2nd, with a free rain barrel and instructions on set up for attendees. Go to lehighcountyauthority.org to sign up for a slot.
8.
Earth Day Report


Initial reactions were that the new location and procedure worked well, and the registration process was definitely more efficient than last year. 44 drains were stenciled, and Steve will contact Jeff about the stenciling maps. The turnout for the event was not quite as large as expected, and there’s an entire room of unused supplies because of that. There was no sign at the entrance to the park which may have contributed to people missing the event.  Additionally, an increased amount of competing events might have also contributed to less turn out. For next year, an online registration for groups was suggested so we can get a more accurate headcount before the event starts. Set up in the park also needs to begin immediately after the groups leave, so everything is ready to go when the volunteers return. The waiver language was incorrect, and needed to be handwritten on every form. This should be typed and ready to go for next year. Smaller groups may be more effective next year as the trash was in pockets and having large groups of people was a bit inefficient. 

9.
Environmental Recognition Award


Steve asked the council to possibly pursue outside sponsorship for this award. The EAC voted on and agreed to donate $150 to Steve’s award, which recognizes a student at Emmaus High School who is distinguished in the environmental science area. Bill wanted to be sure to get an official letter from Steve.
Next Meeting

Location: UMT 

Date: May 24, 2010 

Time: 7 PM
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