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King’s Highway School Ad Hoc Committee

Since the last newsletter, there
has been a King's Highway School
Ad Hoc Committee created in order
to help determine whether or not the
King's Highway School would be of
benefit to the Township.

There have been several meet-
ings held during this past summer
and there have been several articles
ini the newspaper regarding this is-
sue.

The Board of Supervisors has
authorized the Township Manager to
work with the Township’s Architec-

tural Consultant, Muhlenberg
Greene, to evaluate the condition of
the King’'s Highway School and to
prepare a report on the same for the
Board of Supervisors’ consideration.
Keep in mind that no decision has
been made on the ultimate disposi-
tion of the school. i

The Board of Supervisors, with
input from the committee, and sup-
port from the community would like
to be in a position to make an in-
formed decision when the opportu-
nity arises.

The Ad Hoc Committee met on
Wednesday, September 20th, 2006
at 7:00 p.m. At this meeting they
made a recommendation to the
Board of Supervisors to pursue ne-
gotiations with the East Penn School
District with the ultimate goal of pur-
chasing the vacant King’s Highway
School at a reasonable price. At this
time, there is no regular meeting
date set. Please check with the
Township Office and website for fu-
ture dates.
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The Township's Official Act 537
Sewerage Facilities Plan, which pro-
posed recommendations of various
degrees for addressing wastewater
disposal for the entire Township, was
approved by the Pennsylvania Depart- -
ment of Environmental Protection (PA
DEP) on January 27th, 2006. R

As provided for by Law, the ap-
proval action was appealed to the
Pennsylvania Environmental Hearing
Board in Harrisburg, PA.

The hearings have now been sched-
uled and the Township Officials and
Consultants are awaiting the outcome
of the hearings at which time the appro-
priate actions will be taken and updated
information will be distributed to the
residents regarding the sewerage pro-
jects.
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Concerned about open space?
See the Open Space Committee's insert!

~  Fire Companies are always looking for New Volunteers ~



PAGE 2

A Message from your Tax Collector:

Beginning in 2006 the tax coliec-
tion system changed. Lehigh County

has decided to issue and collect its

own taxes. Your elected tax collector
no longer is authorized to collect Le-
high County Taxes. Your Real Estate
Tax Bill from Lehigh County must be
paid directly to Lehigh County. Pay-
ments must be mailed to the address
supplied by Lehigh County. Pay-
ments in person must be to a location
that they designate.

The Upper Milford Township Real
Estate Tax, previously included with
the Lehigh County Tax Bill, is now

-

Lehigh County Discount
Prescription Program

i+ Lehigh County has joined a
discount prescription plan which
can be used by anyone for any
prescription not covered by insur-
ance. This program also has a
90-day supply mail service pro-
gram. 4

The cards are available at the
Township Building. There are no
enrollment forms, no membership
fees, no restrictions or limits on
how often you use the card. You
will save 10—50% on brand
names, generics and mail orders.

For more information you can
contact (800) 997-3784 or by go-

ing to the Lehigh County’s web- -

site at http:/1/
www.lehighcounty.org.

Current List of Trash Hatilers:

A.J. Blosenski, Inc.—610-942-
2707; Allied Waste Services—
215-723-0400; Chest-Mont Dis-
posal—610-524-3200; CHRIN—
Commercial Only—610-258-8737;
J.P. Mascaros & Son—610-434—
2501; John’s Hauling—small
truck—610-965-3160; Reiss
Brothers Hauling—610-346-7535;
Waste Management—
Allentown—610-285-6321

included with your East Penn School
District Tax Bill. That bill will continue
to be collected by your elected Tax
Collector.

REMEMBER: You must pay your
Lehigh County Taxes directly to Le-
high County. You will continue to pay
your East Penn School District and
Upper Milford Taxes to the Upper
Milford Township Tax Office. Any
payments received by the Upper Mil-

ford Township Office for Lehigh
County bills will have to be returned.

Some Trivia About Upper
Milford Township

¢ At one time magnetite ore
was mined from South
Mountain in the area East
of Vera Cruz Station.

o Charles Stahl established
a pottery works in Powder
Valley in 1840.

¢ Upper Milford’'s population
in 1870 was 2015. Em-
maus, on the other hand,
just had a population of
477.

¢ The Lenni Lenape Indians
manufactured jasper ar-
rowheads and other jasper
tools in the vicinity of Vera
Cruz until approximately
1680.

Newsletter Input

Residents are encouraged to
make suggestions for articles in the
Township Newsletter. Should you
have a suggestion, please contact
Kim Shaak at the Township Office.

The purpose of this newsletter is
for it to be informative to our Town-
ship Residents.

Pavilion Rentals

Pavilions at Jasper and Lenape
Parks can be reserved, for a fee, by
gither calling the Township Office at
610-966-3223 or by stopping in at the
Township Office during office hours
(8:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.). The
Township will accept reservations up
to a year in advance.

Yard Waste / Recycling

The Township accepts yard wastes
dropped off by residents at the Town-
ship’s Yard Waste Drop Off area be-
hind the Township’s Garage, accessed
via Church View Road. Materials may
only be dropped off by Township resi-
dents and this service is not offered to
lawn maintenance or landscape busi-
nesses.

Grass, leaves, and brush or
branches must be kept separated and
unloaded at the appropriate location as
identified by the signage at the site.

Branches are limited to 4" diameter

and must be no longer than 8'.

The Township, most of the time, has

a supply of single ground wood mulch
available to the public. Residents may

load their own vehicles at any time or

the Township will load your truck or
trailer by appointment only. Appoint-

ment hours are based on employee

availability so please call prior to stop-

ping by.
Telephone books may be recycled

by dropping them off in the foyer at the
Township Offices.

Upper Milford Township does not provide centralized solid waste or recyclables collection or disposal. Township resi-
dents are required to contract for their own solid waste and recycling collection and disposal services.



Permits Required

Upper Milford Township is a zoned
community and the following permits
are required:

Bonfire Permit - Required at least ten
(10) days in advance of the proposed
bonfire.

Building Permit - Required for new
construction, additions or alterations to
exterior of existing structures, deck,
patio, pool, spa or hot tub, electrical
work or wiring, plumbing, HVAC, and
shed. ‘

Driveway Permit - Required for the
construction of a driveway or other

means of ingress or egress onto a
Township or PennDOT road.

Fence or Wall Permit - Required for
the installation of any fence or wall over
2" high.

G:fading Permit - Required if not in
conjunction with another permit.

Moving Permit - Required when mov-
ing into, out of, or within Upper Milford
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Township. There is no fee for this.

Occupancy Permit - Required prior to
occupying a newly constructed building.

Park Permit - Required in order to re-
serve a pavilion in a township park.

Peddler’s Permit - Must be obtained
before engaging in solicitation or ped-
dling in Upper Milford Township.

Sewage Permit - Required for the in-
stallation of a new septic system and for
the repair or enlargement of an existing
system.

Trée Cutting_and Logging Permit -

Required if more than 10 trees / year or
more than 30 % of total number of trees
on lot.

Use or Change of Use Permits - Re-
quired for any activity, occupation, busi-

ness, or -operation carried on or in-
tended to be carried on in a structure or
on a lot.

Other permits may be required
for certain activities. For specific infor-
mation call (610) 966-3223.

How a Septic System Functions

There are two types of anaerobic
(without oxygen) on-lot systems—
gravity distribution systems and pres-
sure distribution systems. In both
types, there are three major compo-
nents: (1) the septic tank, (2) the

distribution box (gravity system) or

dosing tank (pressure system),” (3)
the absorption area or drainfield.

Sewage flows to the septic tank,
where the primary treatment process
takes place. In the tank, the heaviest
matter settles to the bottom (forming
sludge) and the lighter matter (scum)
floats on top of the clear liquid. The
sludge and scum must be pumped
out regularly every three years.

The liquid and some suspended
solids flow out of the tank to a distri-
bution box or dosing tank, which is
then directed to the absorption area.
This liquid exits the pipes into a layer
of gravel and then percolates through
the soil for additional treatment. The
bacteria in the soil neutralizes many

of the contaminants in the wastewa-
ter.

Signs of an on-lot system in trou-

" ble include:

¢ - Toilet runs sluggish.

e Sewer odors in the house and /
or drinking water.

o Spbnginess around septic tank,
distribution box or dosing tank
and absorption area.

e  Surfacing raw sewage.

e Dosing pump runs constantly or
not at all.

¢ Dosing tank alarm light is on.

e Backup of sewage into laundry
tubs or other fixtures.

For more information regarding
septic systems you may call the
Township’s Sewage Enforcement
Officer, Brian Miller at (610) 966—
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2006 Official Directory

Emergency 911
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Daniel J. Mohr H: 610.967.5726
Henry H. Kradjel H: 610.967.1536
Steven E. Ackerman H:610.967.4315

TOWNSHIP MANAGER:
Daniel DeLong  O: 610.966.3223
Emergency 484.357.6140

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT CO-
ORDINATOR:

William Stahler C. 484.357.6139
ROAD SUPERINTENDENT:

Frank Weber 0: 610.966.3223
Emergency 484.357.6142
SOLICITOR:

Worth Law Offices O: 610.437.4896

TOWNSHIP ENGINEER:
Schoor DePalma O: 215.361.6050
Fax: 215.361.6150

ZONING OFFICER:
Alan Brokate 0:610.966.3223

ASSISTANT ZONING OFFICER:
Harry Kleiner 0: 610.966.3223

SEWAGE ENFORCEMENT OFFI-

CER:

Brian Miller 0:610.966.3223
Home Office: 610.967.2205

TAX COLLECTOR;

William Weber 0:610.966.5355
DEER PICK UP:

State Road 0:610.798.4280

Township Road:  O: 610.926.3136
FIRE: (Non-Emergency)

Citizen’s Fire Co. 0O: 610.965.9444
Western Dist. Fire O: 610.966.0739

AMBULANCE: (Non-Emergency)
Macungie 0O: 610.966.2601
Emmaus 0:610.967.5615

POLICE: (Non-Emergency)
PA State Police 0:610.395.1438
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There has been a lot of news in
recent months concerning the issue
of storm water and flooding. The tor-
rential rains earlier this summer re-
sulted in excessive amounts of storm
water runoff, stream flooding and sig-
nificant damage to homes, business
and property.  Unfortunately, the
problem of stream flooding is not an
easy fix and can not be readily ad-
dressed through traditional engineer-
ing.controls, e.g., installation of storm
drains. In fact many of the engineer-
ing controls commonly employed to-
day only exacerbate the condition
and cause greater damage in the
long run. There are no easy an-
swers. However, there are some
simple actions that can be taken by
individual home owners that in the
long run will protect our water re-
sources. Some of these actions in-
clude: #

Modify Lawn Care

e Cut only 1/3 of your grass blade’s
length—it will grow more slowly
and require less mowing. This
will slow storm water runoff, mini-

mize erosion and filter out par- .

ticulates and contaminants asso-
ciated with the storm water.

Plant Trees R

e Trees reduce cooling. bills by
shading your home and also help
to minimize erosion.

e Tree roots help storm water enter
the ground and recharge under-
ground water sources.

e Trees increase property values
by 10—15 %.

Protect Backyard Streams

e Allow for a wide planted strip
alongside your stream. This
“buffer” helps reduce erosion,
slow runoff and creates a healthy
habitat around the stream. If
your stream bank is eroding your
property, look to plant native
shrubs and trees to stop this loss.

Remember, installing a pipe
and / or swale only increases
the problem downstream.

Use Rain Barrels

e Rain barrels allow you to
store rainwater from your
downspouts for use in your
garden or lawn. Instead of
drawing from your well or
increasing your water bill,

consider storing this free,

pure water which your gar-
den will love; this reduces
storm wateq runoff.

Create Rain Gardens

e Instead of allowing rainwater
to run in sheets over your
lawn, install rain gardens,
which will soak up and filter
the water from your down-
spouts.

o The typical lawn is only 11%
pervious! 89% of water will
simply run across it. Installa-
tion of a rain garden will al-
low 30% more water to sink
into the ground instead of
rushing along your culverts,
roads and into streams.

_ e Arain garden is built by dig-

ging an area 3-4 inches
deep and about 20-30% of
the surface area of your roof.

. This area is planted with na-
tive plants which can tolerate
periods of wet soil.

Plant Wildflower Meadows

¢ Wildflower meadows help
prevent flooding, allow water
to re-enter the ground and
naturally filter water. They
also create beautiful habitat
for birds, butterfies and
other wildlife.

e Wildflower meadows de-
crease the amount of time
you will have to spend mow-
ing, fertilizing and watering.

¢ Wildflower meadows help
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filter particulates and pollut-
ants before they reach ponds
or streams.

It is advisable that if you are
taking any of these actions listed
above adjacent to public thor-
oughfare and / or adjacent to
public property the local munici-
pality should be contacted to en-
sure compliance with local ordi-

nances.

This article has been brought
to your by the Joint Environ-
mental Advisory Council for the
Borough of Emmaus and Upper
Milford Township. We invite you
to learn more about protecting
our water resources and improv-
ing our environment; please join
us at on of our regularly sched-
uled meetings or visit our booth
at the Emmaus Farmer’s Market.

Meetings of the Joint EAC,
comprised of eight appointed
members (four residents of Em-
maus Borough and four residents
from Upper Milford Township),
are the 4th Monday of each
month, alternating between the
Emmaus Borough Building and
Upper Milford Township Building.
The next meeting is October
23rd, 2006 at 7 p.m. in the Upper
Milford Township Building. Mem-
bers of the public are encouraged
to attend and share their con-
cerns and ideas, or to assist and
become involved in outreach ac-
tivities. Contact Jeff Clapper,
Emmaus Borough Public Works
Coordinator, at (610) 965—9288
or Dan Delong, Upper Milford
Township Manager at (610)
966—3223 to become involved in
the Joint EAC's local environ-
mental stewardship efforts.






