APPROVED MINUTES

Upper Milford Township

Board of Supervisors

Township Building, Old Zionsville, PA 18068

December 7, 2017 at 7:30 P.M.
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
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ATTENDANCE: Supervisors George DeVault, Daniel Mohr, Robert Sentner; Manager, Daniel DeLong; Assistant Manager, Bud Carter; Planning Coordinator, Brian Miller; Secretary/Treasurer, Jessi O’Donald; Solicitor, Marc Fisher; Township Engineer, Jeffery Ott
Meeting called to order at 7:55 pm
Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
This meeting is being recorded principally to aid in the preparation of Minutes and for such other purposes as the Board sees fit. For that reason, will each person wanting to give any comments during this meeting, please state his or her name for the record and address the Board of Supervisors.

PUBLIC INPUT:
Robert Dennis asked if the Ordinances were or were not enforceable.  He asked if there was a response to the letter he submitted. He considers what happened on in the area surrounding his property a travesty.  He feels that what he sees would have been moderated if the rules would have been enforced.  

There was a brief exchange between Supervisor Sentner and Mr. Dennis.  Mr. Dennis stated that the steep slope conservation rules were not enforced.  Mr. Dennis kept stating the Board works for him.  Mr. Dennis then questioned if Solicitor Fisher understands the rules and updates.  Mr. Dennis doesn’t see this as agriculture.  He then left the meeting room.

Supervisor Mohr asked what is enforceable.  Solicitor Fisher mentioned that all of our Ordinances are enforceable.  Our Ordinances can be superseded by State Law.  If that is the case and our Ordinance challenged in court our Ordinance can and in most cases would be overturned.  Solicitor Fisher stated the Zoning Officer had to make an interpretation on the Zoning Ordinance.  The Board of Supervisors did not make the interpretation.  Supervisor Mohr asked about the amount of trees allowed to be cut.  Solicitor Fisher suggested that it was time to take on the task of Zoning Ordinance revision. 

Supervisor DeVault wrote a letter to the director of farmland preservation in Harrisburg.  He asked for our Ordinance to be looked at to see what is allowable or not.     

For farmland conservation there has even been land clear cut to meet the definition for preservation.  The Conservation District is enforcing the right to farm rules.  

It was also asked what the difference is between a stalk of corn and a tree.  The answer was there is no difference in the law.  We cannot enforce any more on logging then on a field of corn.  That state law supersedes any stricter local law.  If the local municipality enforces stricter local ordinance it can be over turned at the state level.
Solicitor Fisher tried to answer Mr. Dennis.  Mr. Dennis kept interrupting so the conversation stopped.  Mr. Dennis kept expressing his displeasure.  
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES: 

Approval of Minutes for the November 16th, 2017 Workshop and Regular meeting minutes.

MOTION:  Supervisor Sentner made a motion to approve the Workshop and Regular meeting minutes.  Supervisor Mohr seconded the motion.  Any questions or comments, all were in favor, motion carried unanimously.

APPROVAL OF PAYMENT OF BILLS:

GENERAL FUND:

PLGIT XXXX7096 - Check No’s. 17049 to 17101 in the amount of $48,151.73

ESCROW FUND


PLGIT XXXX7109 – Check No. 141 in the amount of $2,500.00

STREET LIGHT FUND

PLGIT XXXX7125 – Check No’s 1311 and 1312 in the amount of $2,397.09
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF BANK TRANSFERS:
Transfer No’s 2017-070 to 2017-082
MOTION: Supervisor Mohr made a motion to pay the bills as read and acknowledge the bank transfers.  Supervisor Sentner seconded the motion.  Any questions or comments, all were in favor, motion carried unanimously.
SOLICITOR’S REPORT: - No Report
OLD BUSINESS: 


1.) Approval of 2018 Budget


a. Memo from Manager DeLong

Manager DeLong’s memo stated that the proposed budget had been advertised for public comment until December 1st, 2018.  There were no comments received.  At this time the Proposed 2018 budget is ready for approval and adoption.  Summarization of Funds is as follows: General Fund $2,319,171, Street Light Fund $29,200, State Liquid Fuels Fund $321,120, Open Space Referendum Fund $379,300.  
MOTION:  Supervisor Sentner made a motion to approve the 2018 Upper Milford Township budget as per Manager DeLong’s memo.  Supervisor DeVault seconded the motion.  Any comments or questions, all were in favor, motion carried unanimously.

2.) Resolution No. 2017-049; Real Property Tax for 2018.

Resolution 2017-049 sets the Real Property tax rate at 0.171 mills for the 2018 tax year.
MOTION:  Supervisor Mohr made motion to approve Resolution 2017-049 to set the millage rate at 0.171 mills for the 2018 tax year.  Supervisor Sentner seconded the motion.  Any comments or questions, all were in favor, motion carried unanimously.  

3.) Approval of the 2018 Library Agreement.
Each year Upper Milford Township and the Emmaus Public Library enter into an agreement for services for Upper Milford Township residents.  

MOTION:  Supervisor Mohr made a motion to approve the agreement with the Emmaus Public Library to provide library services to the residents of Upper Milford Township for 2018.  Supervisor Sentner seconded the motion.  Any comments or questions, all were in favor, motion carried unanimously. 

NEW BUSINESS:  


1.) Vacation Carry Over Request



a. Memo from Secretary/Treasurer Jessi O’Donald

Memo from Secretary/Treasurer Jessi O’Donald asked the Board to allow the carryover of accrued vacation time for those employees that had been unable to use their time off during 2017.  

Supervisor Sentner asked if the policy could be looked at for revision since this is something that is asked every year.  He stated he would like to see the policy written as an allowable carry over of a set number of hours and the buyout of remaining time accrued.   

MOTION: Supervisor Sentner made a motion to allow the carryover of vacation time into 2018.  Supervisor Mohr seconded the motion.  Any comments or question, all were in favor, motion carried unanimously.

2.) Resolution 2017-050 In Opposition to House Bill 1620



a. Email from Robert Lovenheim of Smithfield Township

Manager DeLong received an email from Robert Lovenheim of Smithfield Township.  In this email Mr. Lovenheim relayed his concern over PA House Bill 1620 which would enable wireless contractors to be exempt from zoning rules within a municipality’s right of way.  This would strip municipalities of almost all control over the use of the right of way for these contractors. 
There was a brief discussion on PA House bill 1620.  It was determined that the Township should oppose this bill to possibly allow for better regulation within the public right of way. Right now Townships can regulate through zoning, the towers and pole.  House Bill 1620 would take that regulation away.  If this were regulated would through the public utility commission then there would be some regulation within the right of way.  
MOTION:  Supervisor Sentner made a motion to approve Resolution No. 2017-050 In opposition to House Bill 1620.  Supervisor Mohr seconded the motion.  Any comments or questions, all were in favor, motion carried unanimously. 

DEP MODULES / SEWAGE PLANNING:  - 

1.) Harned & Duram public sewer request

The Township received a letter from Mike Harned of Harned & Durham energy.  He was asking the Township to allow the extension of the public sewer from Buckeye Partners offices to his business and residential parcel along Buckeye Road.  
There was a discussion on the allowance of public sewer along that stretch of road and if the parcels of that size had the ability to put additional septic areas.  It was stated that with the utility easement you are no longer allowed to place a septic system within the easement so there was a reduction in the area on those parcels for repair or replacement of current systems.  Sewage Enforcement Office Brian Miller stated that it is time to consider bringing sewer to these properties. The system would belong to LCA and the EDU’s are first requested first served.  

MOTION:  Supervisor Sentner made a motion to have staff look into the request for LCA to extend the public sewer to the parcels requested at 4893 Buckeye Road.  Supervisor Mohr seconded the motion.  Any comments or questions, all were in favor, motion carried unanimously.  
PLANNING COMMISSION – OLD BUSINESS:  - 

1.) Approval of Time Extension Recommendations



a. Memo from Planning Coordinator Brian Miller

Planning Coordinator Brian Miller’s memo dated December 7, 2017 relayed the Planning Commission recommendations for 180 day time extensions as requested for the following development applications:  Goldstein Subdivision, expires 12/31/2017 

Indian Creek Industrial Park Subdivision, expires 12/31/2017 

Indian Creek Industrial Park Lot #10 Land development, expires 12/31/2017 4054 Chestnut St. Land Development, 12/31/2017 

6244 & 6274 Sweetwood Dr. Lot line adjustment, expires 12/31/2017 Estates at Maple Ridge Subdivision, expires 12/31/2017 

Boyko Automotive Land Development, expires 12/31/2017
MOTION:  Supervisor Sentner made a motion to grant time extensions as recommended in Brain Miller’s letter dated December 7, 2017.  Supervisor Mohr seconded the motion.  Any comments or questions, all were in favor, motion carried unanimously. 
PLANNING COMMISSION – NEW BUSINESS:  - 

1.) Hereford and Washington Township Draft Joint Comprehensive Plan



a. Memo from Planning Coordinator Brian Miller
Memo from Planning Coordinator Brian Miller relayed the recommendation from the Planning Commission to thank the Berks County Planning Commission for the chance to review the Hereford & Washington Township Joint Comprehensive Plan. 

MOTION:  Supervisor Devault made a motion to thank Berks County Planning Commission for the chance to review   the Hereford & Washington Township Joint Comprehensive Plan with Brain Miller’s letter.  Supervisor Mohr seconded the motion.  Any comments or questions, all were in favor, motion carried unanimously.

2.) Macungie Borough Zoning Amendments



a. Memo from Planning Coordinator Brian Miller
Memo from Planning Coordinator Brian Miller relayed the recommendation from the Planning Commission to thank Macungie Borough for the chance to review their proposed Zoning Amendments. 

MOTION:  Supervisor Devault made a motion to thank Macungie Borough for the chance to review   their Zoning Amendments with Brain Miller’s letter.  Supervisor Mohr seconded the motion.  Any comments or questions, all were in favor, motion carried unanimously.

3.) Recommendations for Comment on Emmaus Borough Proposed Wawa


a. Memo from Planning Coordinator Brian Miller
Memo from Planning Coordinator Brian Miller stated that at the December 4th Planning Commission Meeting the topic of the proposed Wawa in Emmaus Borough was discussed for traffic congestion in the Cedar Crest Blvd area.  They noted concern with the proposed development and recommended sending Emmaus Borough a letter relaying those concerns.  
MOTION:  Supervisor Sentner made a motion to have Planning Coordinator Brain Miller Draft a letter to send to Emmaus Borough, PennDOT District 5 and LVPC expressing the Planning Commissions concerns.  Supervisor Mohr seconded the motion.  Any questions or comments, all were in favor, motion carried unanimously.


4.) Concerns on Norfolk Southern Bridge Replacement Project



a. Memo from Planning Coordinator Brian Miller
Memo from Planning Coordinator stated that at the Planning Commission meeting on December 4th Property owners were in attendance that will lose their entrance on Rt 29 will have to upgrade their entrances onto Ramer Road. They are concerned about a larger vehicle making a right hand turn from Ramer Rd onto Chestnut St.  The Planning Commission recognized the need and recommended that the intersection at Chestnut and Ramer Rd be looked at for upgrades.  
Conversation went onto to discuss the bridge replacement for the bridge near Batman Rd and Chestnut St.  There will be 24 hour flaggers and a four day shut down.  There will be five months of preparation prior to the shutdown for the actual bridge replacement.  

No Actions taken other than to place consideration that these events are planned.

SUBDIVISIONS – IMPROVEMENTS:  - 

1.) Approval of Release Number 5- Stone Ridge Estates



a. Letter from Township Engineer Jeffery Ott

Letter dated November 29, 2017 from Engineer Jeffery Ott states that everything is in order to approve request for release number 5 from the irrevocable letter of credit for the Stone Ridge Estates in the amount of $23,251.65.  

MOTION:  Supervisor Sentner made a motion to approve release number 5 for Stone Ridge Estates in the amount of $23,251.65 as per Engineer Ott’s letter dated November 29, 2017.  Supervisor Mohr seconded the motion.  Any comments or questions, all were in favor, motion carried unanimously.

CORRESPONDENCE:  - None
Prior to the executive session Mr. Robert Dennis apologized to the Board and everyone present for his emotional outburst.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  The Board held an executive Session for Personnel and Real Estate from 8:55 pm until 9:13 pm.
OTHER ISSUES: - None
REPORTS:
Emergency Services Committee Report: There will be recommendations to the Board soon.  
Township Emergency Management Coordinator:



Deputy Jim Krippe ­ 

Emergency Services Call Report:  Posted on Website   
Fire Companies: Next Saturday is breakfast with Santa and arts and crafts with Santa.  
Emmaus Library: No Report
Recreation Commission: No Report
Supervisors:

Daniel Mohr – Supervisor Mohr asked who was responsible for curbing within the Township.  He also asked if the Township would be interested in flying a Pennsylvania State Flag.  

Robert Sentner – Carl Schell passed away and would be greatly missed.  

George DeVault – Seconded the sentiments of the loss of Carl Schell.
Township Manager:

Dan DeLong – Public Works is ready to roll for any kind of winter maintenance



            operation.  
Assistant Manager:


Bud Carter – Follow-up on Tantaros Property.  There was a site meeting with the 


         developer and the opinion was that many of the trees she is 



         concerned with will have root damage through construction and do not 

         offer much in the way of buffering.  It was left with Kay Builders 


         attorney to contact Mrs. Tantaros Attorney.  
ADJOURNMENT:  Meeting was adjourned at 9:19 pm.


_______________________________________                                December 28, 2017
Chairman George DeVault                                                                  Date 
________________________________________

Secretary Jessi O’Donald
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