UNAPPROVED MINUTES

Upper Milford Township

Board of Supervisors

Township Building, Old Zionsville, PA 18068

September 17th, 2020 Starting at 7pm
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
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ATTENDANCE: Supervisors: Joyce K. Moore, Daniel J. Mohr, Robert C. Sentner; Manager: Edward Carter; Planning Coordinator Brian Miller; Solicitor Marc Fisher; Secretary Jessi O’Donald

Meeting called to order at 7:01 pm.
Pledge of Allegiance to the flag.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
     This meeting is being broadcast over Zoom and the recording will aid in the preparation of minutes and for other such purposes as the Board sees fit.  All virtual participants of this meeting have been muted except for the Board of Supervisors and Township Staff.  
     There was an opportunity to submit public input via email or phone prior to 4 pm this afternoon.  For those joining us in person this evening we ask that anyone who would like to speak, state their name and address the Board of Supervisors.  For the sake of the broadcast please speak slowly and clearly.  We also ask that only one person speak at a time to allow those joining us through zoom the ability to hear the proceedings. 

PUBLIC INPUT:
Jim Krippe - 5129 Mill Rd – Mr. Krippe asked if a variance stayed with the land or the owner.  Attorney Fisher stated that a variance runs with the land unless there is a stipulation added.  He is questioning since there is a garage that has doubled in size and if someone can get away with that he will add more impervious soil to his property.  Supervisor Sentner stated that if he would like to file a complaint the concern will be addressed.  The way zoning concerns are handled is that a complaint must be filed.  
Loren Hulber – 7250 Saint Peters Rd concern – His property is one of the most valuable in the Township if not in the entire Lehigh Valley, as it sits now is 120 Acres.  His family moved here for the quality of life in Upper Milford Township.  He feels his property value and quality is being negative effected by the neighboring property.  Mr. Hulber has concerns over the property at 7402 Saint Peters Rd owned by Boris Demchenko.  The home is being operated as a party house and with over 100 guests the septic system was not designed to handle that many.  There is trash, marijuana and noise.  State Police have been called on a number of occasions.  According to Mr. Hulber, this property has been rented out of the course of the last few years as a short term rental.  Mr. Loren believes it falls within the definition of Hotel/Motel in the Township Ordinance and asked if the Township can do something as the last rental hosted a party that had drug odors, Strippers, loud music and lots of traffic in and out of an area of the property that does not have a permit as a driveway.  He has contacted Colt Hershinger as Mr. Hershinger lives next to the property in question for help.
Colt Hershinger – 7402 Saint Peters Rd – Mr. Hershinger stated that this has been going on for a while now.  He feels that his quality of life is going downhill.  He has to pick up trash and help his dog though the noise.  The last party was too much for the neighborhood.  He said there were strippers in the yard in daylight and the smell of drugs was too much.  The neighbors with families shouldn’t have to deal with that.  He said that he has spoken to Mr. Demchenko about this and told him it has to stop.  He stated that it gets better for a while but then goes back to the same concerns.  He has submitted video and pictures.  It has not been just that night.  There have been parties until 1 am with fireworks.
Supervisor Sentner stated he was there that night when he was called.  When he walked up to see what was going on he was struck by the armed guards that were present.  The Township holds others to high standards and it is not fair to those or the neighbors to let this go on.  

Michelle Karmazyn – 7329 Saint Peters Rd – Ms. Karmazyn lives across from where the cars were parked.  This was the culmination of the last several months to a year.  These events have woken her up during the night.  She relayed a story of how a young family friend was almost let into the party but just said he was just passing through.  
George Frey – 7401 Saint Peters Rd concern – email/in-person – Mr. Frey lives directly across the street from 7402 Saint Peters Road.  He said this has been going on for a while and the last rental on Labor Day was just too much.  He had to clean up trash and fix the grass at the end of his driveway from cars turning into his driveway.  There were cans and bottles in the morning that needed to be cleaned up.  

Boris Demchenko – 7402 Saint Peters Rd – He would like to apologize to his neighbors and explain.  He has been renting the property for the last few years to financially make ends meet as he has another property where he lives part of the year.  He stated that AirB&B has rules about limiting who you rent to and he tried to find a way to discourage the rental for Labor Day Weekend.  He was told they only wanted to rent it for a short time and they accepted that the property wasn’t cleaned up to standards.  Since he found no other way to discourage the rental, even though he was scare to rent it, he had no choice but to accept.  He stated that he did not know it was going to be a party as it was. Mr. Demchenko stated again that he apologized and he is directly responsible for what happens on his property.  
Solicitor Fisher asked Mr. Demchenko if he received the letter from the Township.  At first Mr. Demchenko said yes then he said no.  Manager Carter handed Mr. Demchenko a copy of the letter that was sent.  Solicitor Fisher explained that Mr. Demchenko was in violation of Township Ordinance.  Since Mr. Demchenko had not filed for a zoning variance and had not been granted a variance, short term rentals are not allowed in that zoning district.  Once the complaint form was filed with the Township, staff had conversations and contacted the Solicitor, and sent a letter of violation to Mr. Demchenko.  At that point Solicitor Fisher directed his questions to Mr. Demchenko.  He asked Mr. Demchenko if there were any further reservations for the property and if he could promise tonight that the reservations would be cancelled.  If they are cancelled then the township has no further concern with the property or owner.  Mr. Demchenko stated he was hoping that he could continue to fulfill the last 4 or 5 reservations for financial reasons.  Solicitor Fisher explained that if the next reservation was allowed the Township will be forced to take further action for the zoning violation.  He asked Mr. Demchenko again if he planned on cancelling those reservations.  Mr. Demchenko said that he would cancel those reservations.  Solicitor Fisher asked if he promised to do that.  Mr. Demchenko responded affirmatively.  Supervisor Sentner and Moore expressed that they also wanted Mr. Demchenko to work in good faith and remove the advertisements for the property from the internet.  Solicitor Fisher Asked Mr. Demchenko to remove all of the advertisements, cancel the reservations and contact the zoning office or manager Carter on Monday to confirm that all of that was complete and he was in compliance.  Mr. Demchenko promised his neighbors that he would do that.  
Loren Hulber – asked what will the neighbors recourse will be if the property continues to be rented.  Solicitor Fisher stated that they should contact the Zoning Office.  

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES: 

Approval of September 3rd Regular meeting minutes.   
MOTION:  Supervisor Mohr made a motion to accept the minutes as presented.  Supervisor Sentner seconded the motion.  Hearing no questions or comments, all were in favor, motion carried.     
APPROVAL OF PAYMENT OF BILLS:
      GENERAL FUND:
        PLGIT XXXX7096 - Check No’s. 19676 to 19708 in the amount of $63,392.58
      OPEN SPACE REFERENDUM FUND:
        PLGIT XXXX7146 - Check No. 1015 in the amount of $920.00

      ESCROW FUND:
        PLGIT XXXX7109 - Check No. 153 in the amount of $3,600.00
      ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF BANK TRANSFERS:


Transfer No. 2020-053 to 2020-059
MOTION:  Supervisor Sentner made a motion to approve the bills and acknowledge the bank transfers.  Supervisor Mohr seconded the motion.  Hearing no questions or comments, all were in favor, motion carried.
SOLICITOR’S REPORT: - No Report
OLD BUSINESS: None
NEW BUSINESS: 
                1.) Opt-out of Deferral of Federal Payroll Taxes

                            a. memo from Secretary O’Donald

The Board of Supervisors was in agreement with not deferring the payroll tax submission.

DEP MODULES / SEWAGE PLANNING:  - None
PLANNING COMMISSION – OLD BUSINESS:  - None
PLANNING COMMISSION – NEW BUSINESS: - None
SUBDIVISIONS – IMPROVEMENTS:  None
CORRESPONDENCE:  

1.) Light the Night Safe Zones Block Party – Marjorie Geissinger


a. Memo from Secretary O’Donald

Manager Carter summarized the letter from Marjorie Geissinger.  The Light the Night Committee has changed the format to a “Trunk or Treat” event they understand that they cannot use the building and would like to hold their event on October 25th from 3-4:30 pm.  They request Special Fire Police assistance for traffic control.  
MOTION:  Supervisor Sentner made a motion to allow the Trunk or Treat event as listed in the letter from Marjorie Geissinger and allow Special Fire Police Assistance if they are willing and Available from Station #28 and Station #19.  Supervisor Moore seconded the motion.  Hearing no questions or comments, all were in favor, motion carried.

OTHER ISSUES: - None
REPORTS:
Emergency Services Committee Report: No Report
Township Emergency Management Coordinator: N/A
Emergency Services Call Report: Posted on Website 
Fire Companies:  Station #28 had a call at Fields at Indian Creek.  The Emergency Entrance is the quickest route into the development rather than go around the main entrance.  The emergency route from the House and Barn Parking lot was very overgrown and they had to dodge construction materials along the road once they got to the gravel portion.  Jason Tapler stated that he did call Manager Carter this afternoon prior to the meeting. Jason also wanted to let the township know that the County is now trying to get money for the Fire Companies when emergencies happen like the Tropical Storm that caused so much flooding.  He wanted to let the Township know that if they added any qualifying expenses to the County Expense list that the county might qualify for funding reimbursement.  At this point the County was going back and forth with PEMA to see if expenses gathered qualified.  Jason wasn’t sure if it was too late to turn in expenses but per his figuring the Fire Company might be able to get back $500 to $1,000 if the County Qualifies and asked if the Township would turn in numbers.  

Manager Carter expressed that he would look into it further in the morning. 
Emmaus Library:
  Lisa Marten – The Library had less participation for the Summer Reading Program.  There were 384 participants.  168 Children, 67 teens and 139 adults.  The Butterfly release held on the lawn attracted around 100 spectators with plenty of room to distance.  September 19th there is a child seat safety program and the Last Art program will be held Monday September 21st at 5:30 pm and is a sculpture class.  Details are listed on the Library’s event calendar.  
Recreation Commission: The Recreation Committee will hold it’s meeting on Monday September 21st at the playground here at the Municipal Center starting at 7 pm.  
Supervisors:


Daniel Mohr – No Report
Robert Sentner – No Report
Joyce Moore – Supervisor Moore asked if the Township was going to receive any Cares Act money?  Manager Carter and Secretary O’Donald stated that the Township did not have enough qualifying expenses to receive any funds.
Township Manager:

Bud Carter – No Report
ADJOURNMENT:  Meeting adjourned at 7:43 pm.  
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  - The Board of Supervisors held an executive session to discuss a legal matter with no decision to be announced. Starting immediately after the Regular meeting.



________________________________________                             October 1st, 2020

Chairperson Joyce Moore                                                                 Date

________________________________________

Secretary Jessi O’Donald
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